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With little in the way of mufflers or filter
the sound is nothing short of amazing

We give in. Rocky Auto’s dry-carbon, carb’d
RB26/30 masterpiece is the greatest Z in existence

Words and pics: Dino Dalle Carbonare




xotic composite materials and billet aluminium  over outright power to help make a car that would tantal-
would never be things one would associate with | ise the senses with just the right amount of performance.
classic cars, but for Watanabe-san of Rocky Weight-saving came courtesy of custom-made car-
Auto, these words are music to his ears. Forget  bon body parts that replace the old, thick steel panels
your nostalgically restored old-school rides, Rocky Auto  of the 36-year-old S30. Watanabe didn't cut any cor-

does things its own way when it comes to fixing up ners by using cheaper wet carbon; he had every panel

classics, and its latest creation raises the bar well over  moulded and subsequently formed in lightweight dry

anything it has ever done before. carbon, which for anyone that doesn't know, has to be
Shaving weight off was only the beginning on this vacuum-sealed and pressure-cooked in an autoclave to

dry-carbon-bodied S30 Fairlady Z. It is what lies under  guarantee its rigidity.

Its ultra-light skin that will really leave most speech- Looking at the car head-on, there is nothing other

less. Even before the car was complete, Watanabe sent  than tantalising composite fibres to see, as the bum-
us pictures of the final stages, and we knew there and  per, front splitter, bonnet and front fenders have all
then this was one car we just couldn't pass on. So, as been replaced. Even the headlight bezels are dry car-

the final touches were literally being completed, we bon, finished off with slightly smoked acrylic covers
arrived at the Rocky Auto HQ in Okazaki ready to covering the Rocky Auto projectors. Event the riveted-
unleash our cameras on this one-of-a-kind carbon Z. an over-fenders are carbon. A lot of weight was saved
Most of Watanabe's projects are financed by wealthy with the Rocky Auto dry-carbon hatch, which joins the
customers who want to create their dream classic cars tail-light and numberplate panel at the rear.
based on vehicles they had lusted over during their teen- The roof, doors and rear fenders were left stock since
age years. Using modern components, be it engines, they are an integral part of the chassis itself, but were
brakes or suspension links, Rocky Auto not only makes wrapped in 3M carbon-look vinyl to help the rear blend in

older cars more fun to drive thanks to the additional per- with the real carbon front end. Half of the front fenders
formance, but also makes them safer by allowing them t¢  were wrapped with the realistic-looking vinyl to help pro-

handle better and stop more efficiently. tect the delicate surface against potential stone chips. oy e _:.!- ,
This may be nothing short of blasphemy for those Rocky Auto carbon mirrors and carbon rear over- i a i _’E"” ' ";P -’
that believe that vintage machinery should never be fenders are the final pieces in the exterior transforma- | a5 J :
fettled with in these ways, but you really can’t ignore tion, which has kept the S30 looking very standard - A : : "w
the coolness factor of cars of this calibre. except for the actual material, that is! - - . =
The manifold could be hung on a wall. f After the 600hp RBEE—pG?MEr:ed S30 Watanabe made Since weigt.'lt 5 justl over the one-tonne mark a.t | v /
It's designed to mimic those used on or the Tokyo Autul Salon earilrer in the year, he wanted to lgdﬂkg, braking reqmrem?nts were perfe;tl}f satisfied
famous older-style engines like the L24 concentrate on using all of his company’s expertise to cre-  with a set of overhauled Nissan R32 Skyline four-pot |
SR A TR T s s e ate the ultimate driver's Fairlady Z. Balance was to take calipers at the front and two-pots at the rear. These I
» SUS STUFF i[ 5;
Watanabe explains that for years they have been upgrading the sus- ! :l
llnn'.llutu pension on S30s via borrowed components from Nissans like various I
g generations of Skylines. Anything from complete sub-frames to sus-
pension links and arms have proven to be a cheap and very effective |
way to inject extra feel and performance into the ageing chassis. But 1
B

the carbon Z called for something far more advanced.

Watanabe had a complete custom rear sub-frame created, first
carefully designed in CAD and then precision cut from billet alu-
minium to guarantee the best performance. This is joined Dy Dillet
aluminium front and rear lower arms, and a host of other linkages
M that give the S30 incredible precision coupled with yet another
substantial weight saving.

) - : The front and rear roll-bars have been custom engineered into

e ' = o R | the new geometry, and all bushings are harder to eliminate any il
. - S = possible slack from the way the car feels. Joining these modifica- 1
tions are the Rocky Auto adjustable dampers, valved and especially
set up to take into account the car’s lower mass.
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The Toyo Trampio semi-slick tyres are a
reat touch, as they have a very classic
esign about them, with an angular tread

pattern and big chunky, rounded sidewalls
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